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CONDITIONS. 
ay No paper will be stopped except at the 
on of the publisher, until notice is given, 
and arrearages paid. 
The Christian Secretary 1s published every 
Monday morning, at Central Row, six rods 
South of the State House, at Two Dollars a 
ear, if paid in three months from the time of 
subscribing, if not an addition of 50 cents, ex- 
cept where there is a special agreement other- 
wise.—LY Postage paid by subscribers. 
The profits of this paper are, by the Conven- 
tion, held sacred to the cause of Missions. 
A discount of twelve anda half per cent 
willbe madeto Agents who receive and pay 


for five or more copies. 

All subscriptions are understood to be made 
for one year, unless there is a special agree- 
ment to the contrary, al the time of subscrib- 
ing. 
Twenty-five cents will be allowed to AGENTs 
for every good subscriber which they shall ob- 
tain for the Secretary, and return the names 


to this office. 

Allletterson the subject of this paper, or 
Communications for it, should be addressed to 
the Editor of the Christian Secretary—post 
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From the American Baptist Magazine. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 
Extract of a letter from Rev. Daniel Chess- 
man, to the Reo. Dr. Baldwin, dated 


Hallowell, Oct. 27, 1824. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

I have long had it on my mind to give 
you some account of the revival of reli- 
gion io this place ; but with your leave, | 
will first give you a brief sketch of the 
church. 

It was constituted the 14th of January, 
1807, and consisted of 25 members. This 
number was gradually increased ; but they 
had no meeting house, nor settled minister 
for several years. During this period they 
had stated preaching only about two 

ears. In 1818, Elder Morse was ordain- 
ed the pastor of this church, who having 
continued with them about two years, was, 
at hisownm request, dismissed. During 
his mjnistry. there was a revival of relig- 
tak ted several were added to the church. 
The whole number which had been re- 
ceived from the organization of the church 
to this period, was 110 of which 24 had 
been dismissed : 14 deceased ; and 15 ex- 
cluded: leaving 57 members still in the 
church. 

At this 


eriod, the state of the church 


the society were scattered and almost ex- 
tinct ; the church discouraged ; poor, and 
unable to support a pastor, or to have 
stated preaching. This was, perhaps, 
‘the most trying time, which the church 
had ever witnessed, since its organization. 
A dark and stormy cloud, seemed to hang 
over their prospects. It was at this criti- 
cel moment, that Divine Providence gave 
me an opportunity of visiting thei ; and 
notwithstanding present appearances, | 
considered it my duty, at their request, 
to remain with them, at least six months. 

In returning by water, with my family, 
I was shipwrecked in the month of De- 
cember, and we narrowly escaped with 
our lives. This was a dark providence. 
but duty seemed to point at this place, and 
though cast on a distant shore, I immedi- 
ately returned. The congregation soon 
increased. Even my misfortunes at sea 
excited the sympathy of some, whom cu- 
riosity at first attracted. So the Lord 
brings good out of evil. 

The place of worship was a large hall, 
capable of holding about 400. This was 
generally filled, and it was soon thought 
advisable to attempt to erect a more 
convenient house of worship. It was 
proposed to erect one 60 feet by 50 ; with 
a projection 38 feet by 7 ; and a cupola, 
100 feet high. The estimated expense 
was about $4,500 ; all of which was soon 
subscribed, the contracts made, and some 
of the inside work finished before spring 
opened. Ip the course of the season, the 
house was completed, in a style rather 
more expensive than was at first contem- 
plated, which, with the addition of an ex. 
cellent bell of 1200 pounds, increased the 
expense to nearly $7,000. The house 
was dedicatedin October, and I was in- 
stalled as the pastor of the church and 
society. Abouttwo thirds of the pews 
were sold for nearly enough to defray the 
expense ; and every thing seemed to be 
exceedingly prosperous ; and the expec- 
tations of the most sanguine realized. 
The society increased ; and the utmost 
mage prevailed during all our procee- 
dings. To the church 21 were added ; by 
gop 11, by letter 9, by restoration 1- 
Of these, 6 were males, and 15 females ; 
and 14 heads of families. 

| But in a little more than a year, a diffi- 
culty arose, in consequence of the debt, 
that was still due. The remainder of the 

ws could not be sold, without a sacri- 

; and the society were unable to pay 

the debt. In consequence of this difficul- 


Building Committee had this burden on 
their shoulders, and held the house as se- 
curity. They offered to sellit to a num 
ber of Unitarians, on condition of their 
paying the debt. The offer was accepted, 
and the house was transferred from the 
Baptist society to the Unitarians, and re- 
mained in their possession six weeks. 
They having obtained a minister of their 
sentiments, held their worship in it, dur- 
ing that time. The Baptist society reti- 
red to a school house: their prospects 
were dark ; they owneda large piopor- 
tion of the property inthe house, which 
was now useless; and they were unable, 
under these circumstances, to build anoth- 
erhouse. We were not idle, but in our 
straitened circumstances, obtained sub 
scriptions to the amount of the debt ; hav- 
ing understood that the Unitarians were 
willing to relinquish it, on that condition. 
Probable, however, they had no expecta 
tion, that we should accomplish it ; and in- 
deed it seemed almost impossible. We 
succeeded, through the blessing of God on 
our exertions, and agreeably to their offer, 
the house was again transferred to the 
Baptist society. This event hiled the 
hearts of many with joy. The loss of that 
house would not probably have been made 
up, in 15 or 20 years: it would have been 
nearly the destruction of the church and 
society: it being secured was a great 
mercy, and called for great gratitude. 

During all these troubles, | felt a kind 
of prophetic confidence that the house 
would not only be restored, but that we 
should be blest with a revival of religion ; 
and expressed this not only in private, but 
in several public meetings, many months 
before the event, and when there was not 
the least appearance of it. I felt at that 
time the spirit of the reformation ; and 
the exercises of my mind led me to be 
lieve that it would come. I was supported 
by the promises of the gospel. 

In February, 1824, the church having 
attended to several cases of discipline, 
which had long been neglected, appointed 
a season of public fasting and prayer, to 
pray for arevival of religion. At the 
same time, in company with one of the 
brethren, I visited the members of the 
church, to converse on the subject, and 
pray with each family. This had a good 
effect on their minds, as well as on ours. 
The sabbath before the fast, was a season 
which will not soon be forgotten; it was 
the first of February, and Communion day. 
1 had an unusual degree of feeling in all 
the services ; but at the Lord’s supper, | 
was so much affected, that it was with dif- 
ficulty Icould proceed. Inthe evening, 
a deep solemnity rested on the minds of 
the people, and several were awakened. 
The ensuing Thursday was the fast. The 
congregation were invited, and Christians 
of other denominations. 
extremely cold, but the season was _pleas- 
ant. Brother Ezra Going (a student from 
Waterville) attended and preached in the 
morning, and the meeting continued frow 
11 till 5 o’clock. Many attended who 
never fasted before. From that time it 
was evident that the reformation had com- 
menced. The first instance of conversion 
occurred the next day in my own family, 
in a young person, who was struck under 
conviction the preceding sabbath. I nqui- 
ry meetings were attended, and instances 
of conversion were nomerous. 
were held, nearly every evening, and 
frequently inthe morning or afternoon, in 
private houses, for prayer and conversa- 
tion with those who were anxious. 

The first sabbath in April, as soon as 
the ice was removed from the river, the 
ordinance of baptism was administered, 
and every succeeding month till the pres 
ent time. The whole number received 
since the werk begun, is 43: by baptism 
30, and by letter 4. Of these, 9 were 
males, and 34 females ; and 20 of them 
heads of families. Two candidates are 
now received ; and about 20, who have a 
hope, have not yet gone forward. The 
good work is still progressing. Within a 
few weeks 4 have entertained a hope ; 
and probably 50 have still serious impres- 
sions of mind. In one family, the mother, 
two daughters and one son have been 
baptized ; and another son entertains a 
hope. In the Congregational Society 
about 40 have been converted, and about 
20 of them have united with that church. 
Several have also joined the Methodists. 
The whole number hopefully converted 
in the town, is upwards of one hundred. 
The church which, at my first visit con- 
sisted of only 57 members, has now one 
hundred and sixteen. The whole num- 
ber added, since my residence here, is 
nearly 70 ; of which 50 by baptivm ; 13 
by letter, and one restored. Of ‘hese 
15 are males, and 49 females ; and 34 are 
heads of families. 

The Baptist Society are now in posses- 


creased the debt to nearly $3,000. The 
x 


The day was | 


Meetings | 


sion of the house, and all the debts are 
paid. Though they have had a hard 
struggle, God has crowned their toils and 
exertions with success. The converts 
have hitherto appeared well: and many 
of them have taken an active part in the 
social meetings ; and family altars have tn 
many cases been erected, by those who 
were heads of families. We have great 
reason to be thankful to the Lord for all 
his goodness : and we speak of it that his 
great naine may be glorified. The three 
churches established a union prayer mee- 
ting 12 months before the revival ; during 
the gracious shower, they were well at- 
tended ; and on one occasion, it was esti- 
mated that there were 8U0 present, and 8 
ministers ; frequently the meeting houses 
were filled, above and below. 

Yours in the bonds of the Gospel, 

DANIEL CHESSMAN. 
serene: 
Sketch of the state of the Christian Profes- 
sion from the death of Claude of Turin 

to the time of Peter Waldo, A. D. 843, 

to 1160, 

During the dark ages which succeeded 
the invasion of Europe by the barbarous 
nations, when feudal anarchy distracted 
the civil governments, and a flood of su- 
perstition had deluged the church, Chris- 
tianity, banished from the seats of empire, 
and loathing the monkish abodes of indo- 
lence and vice, meekly retired into the 
sequestered vallies of Piedmont. Find- 
ing there a race of men unarrayed in hos- 
tile armour, uncontaminated by the doc- 
|trines and commandments of an apostate 
icharch, unambitious intheir temper, and 
simple in their manners, she preferred 
their society, and among them took up her 
abode. The turbulence of the times, 
which drove many trom the more fertile 
plains of France and Ltaly, in search of 
freedom and tranquility, greatly augment- 
ed the population of this remote district ; 
and, in the ninth century, the doctrine of 
the kingdom of heaven had been held 
forth among them with considerable clear- 
ness and ability by Claude, bishop of 
Turin. 

Remote from the influence of noisy 
parties, and little conversant with lite- 
rature, we can scarcely expect any notice 
of them, until their increase and prosper- 
ity excited the attention of ambition and 
avarice, and occasioned it to be rumored 
lin the neighbouring of the ecclesiastical 
| states, that anumerous people occupied the 
southern vailies of the Alps, whose faith 
land practice differed from those of the 
| Romish church ; who paid no tithes, of- 
‘fered no mass, worshipped no saints, nor 
jhad recourse to any of the prescribed 
j;means for redeeming their soals from 
| purgatory. 
| The archbishops of Torin, Milan, and 
other cities, heard this report with anxi- 
|ety and the necessary measures were ac- 
cordingly adopted for ascertaining its 
truth or falsehood ; the former turning 
out to be the result, and finding that these 
| people were not to be controlled by the 
| authority and denunciations of the church 
of Rome, the aid of the civil power was 
'demanded. The princes and nobles of 
the adjacent countries at first refused to 
| distarb them ; they had beheld with pleas- 
‘ure their simple manners, their upright 
iness and integrity, their readiness to 
oblige, and their fidelity in the discharge 
lof all the duties of civil and social life. 
|The clamourof the Romish clergy, how- 
ever, ultimately prevailed, and the civil 
power was armed against the peaceable 
and inoffensive inhabitants of the vallies. 
Scaffolds were erected and fires kindled 
at Turin and other cities round about 
them. The fortitude and confidence of 
the martyrs, however, increased, as their 
faith and constancy were tried. ‘* Favor 
ime,”’ said Catalan Girard, who was one 
| of their number, as he sat upon the fu- 
neral pile at Reuel—‘‘ favor me_ with 
these two flint stones,’ which he saw 
near him. Being handed to him, he add- 
ed, as he threw them to the ground, 
** Sooner shall I eat these stones, than 
you shall be able by persecution to de- 
stroy the religion for which I die ” 

Multitudes, however, fled like inno 
cent and defenceless sheep from these 
devouring wolves. They crossed the 
Alps, and travelled in every direction as 
Providence and the prospect of safety 
conducted them into Germany, England, 
France, Italy, and other countries. There 
they trimmed their lamps and shone with 
new lustre. Their worth every where 
drew attention, and their doctrine formed 
increasing circles aronnd them. The 
storm which threatened their destruction, 
only scattered them as the precious seeds 
of the future glorions reformation of the 
Christian church. Inthe present section, 
we shall endeavour to mark their disper- 
sions into the different countries, and the 
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treatment they met with during the elev- 
enth and twelfth centuries, prior to the 
appearance of Peter Waldo of Lyons. 
Our materials of information are scanty, 
and even those we must be content to re- 
ceive chiefly from their implacable ene- 
mies ; but by alittle patient research and 
the aid of discriminating judgment in se- 
lecting the probable from the fictitious, we 
shall be furnished with some interesting 
information relative to this obscure por- 
tion of their history. 

A little before the year 1140, Evervin- 
us of Stainfield, in the diocese of Cologne 
in Germany, addressed a letter to the cel- 
ebrated Saint Bernard, concerning certain 
heretics in his neighbourhood. his let- 
ter has been preserved by Mabillon, and 
the learned Dr. Allix has fornished us 
with a translation of it in bis Remarks on 
the Ancient Churches of Piedmont, p. 140. 
A few extracts from it, will enable us to 
form some judgment concerning this class 
of men. Evervinus was much perplexed 
in his mind about them; and to obtain a 
solution of his doubts, he wrote as follows, 
to the renowned Bervard, whose word, at 
that time, was as law throughout Christ- 
endom. 

‘** There have lately been some heretics 
discovered among us near Cologne, of 
whom some have with satisfaction return 
ed again to the church. One that was a 
bishop among them and his companions, 
openly opposed us in the assembly of the 
clergy and laity, the lord archbishop bim- 
self being present, with many of the nobil- 
ity, maintaining their heresy from the 
words of Christ and his apostles. Bunt 
finding that they made no impression, they 
desired that a day might be fixed, upon 


when they might bring along with them | 


men skilful in their faith, promising to re- 
turn to the church, provided their teach- 
ers were unable to answer their oppo- 
nents; but that otherwise they would 
rather die than depart from their judg- 
ment. Upon this declaration, having been 
admonished to repent for three days, they 
were seized by the people in their excess 
of zeal, and burnt to death ; and, what is 
most astonishing, they came to the stake, 
and endured the torment of the flames, 
not only with patience, but even with joy. 
In this case, O holy father, were I pres- 
ent with you, I should be glad to ask you, 
how these members of Satan could persist 


in their heresy with such constancy and_ 


courage as is rarely to be found among the 
most religious in the faith of Christ. 


‘‘ Their heresy is this :—They say that | 


the church is only among themselves, be- 
cause they alone follow the ways oi 
Christ, and imitate the apostles, not seek- 
ing secular gains, possessing no property, 
following the pattern of Christ, who was 
himself perfectly poor, nor permitted his 
disciples to possess any thing. 
ye, say they to us, join house to house and 
field to field, seeking the things of this 
world,—yea, even your monks and regn- 
lar canons possess all these things—des- 
cribing themselves as the poor of Christ’s 
flock, who have no certain abode, fleeing 
from one city to another, like sheep in the 
midst of wolves—enduring persecution 
with the apostles and martyrs ; though 
strict in their manner of life, abstemious, 
laborious, devout and holy, and seeking 
only what is needful for bodily sustenance, 
living as men who are not of the world. 
But you, say they, lovers of the world, 


have peace with the world because ye | 


are of it. False apostles, who adulterate 
the word of God, seeking their own 
things, have misled you and your ances. 
tors. Whereas we and our fathers hav- 
ing been born and brought up tn the apos- 
tolic doctrine, have continued in the grace 
of Christ, and shall continue so to the end. 
‘By their fruits ye shall know them” 
saith Christ ; and our fruits are the foot- 
steps of Christ. The apostolic dignity, 
say they, is corrupted by engaging itself 
in secular affairs, while it sits inthe chair 
uf Peter. They do not hold the baptism 
of infants, alleging that passage of the 
gospel, ** He that believeth and is bapti- 
zed shall be saved.”” They place no con- 
fidence in the intercession of saints ; and 
all things observed in the church which 
have not been established by Christ him- 
selfor his apostles, they call superstitious. 
They do not admit of any purgatory fire 
after death, contending that the souls as 
soon as they depart out of the bodies, do 
enter into rest or punishment, proving it 
from that passage of Solomon, ‘* Which 
way soever the tree falls, whether to the 
south or to the north, there it lies,” by 
which means they make void all the pray- 
ers and oblations of believers for the de- 
ceased. : 

We therefore beseech you, holy father, to 
employ your care and watchfulness against 
these manifold mischiefs ; and that you would 


be pleased to direct your pen against these 
wild beasts of the reeds, not thinking it suf- 


{ manks. 


W hereas | 


ficient to answer us that the tower of David, 


to wich we may betake ourselves for refuge, 


is sufficiently fortified with bulwarks, that a 
thousand bucklers hang on the walls of it, all 
‘shields of mighty mea. For we desire, father. 
| for the sake of us simple ones, and that are 
, slow of understanding, you would be pleased 

by your study, to gatherall these arms into 
one place, that they may be the more readily 
| found, and more powerful to resist these mon- 
'sters. I must inform you also, that those of 
them whohave returned to our church, tell 
jus, that they had great numbers of their per- 
_suasion scattered almust every where, and that 
amongst them were many of our clergy and 
And as for those who were burnt, 
they in the defence they made for themselves, 
,toid us, that this heresy had been concealed 
from the time of the martyrs—and that it had 
existed in Greece and other countries.” 

The letter of Evervinus bad all the effect 
upon Bernard that he could desire. The 
mighty champion immediately prepared him- 
self forthe combat. He was then publishing 
a set of sermons on the Canticles, and m the 
65th and 66 of them he enters the list most 
vehemently with these heretics. He is ex- 
|tremely offended with them for deriding the 
Catholics because they baptized infants, and 
prayed for the dead, and asserted purgatory 
— condemns their scrupulous nivel +, swear 
jat all, which, according to him, was one of 
their peculiarities—upbraids “.em with their 
secrecy in the observance of their religious 
rites, not considering the necessity which 
persecution imposed upon them—finds fault 
with a practice among them of dwelling with 
women in the same house without being mar- 
ried to them, by which we are no doubt to 
| understand, that they did not think it neces- 
|sary tosolemnize their marriages according 
|to the ceremonies of the church of Rome, 
though he expresses himself as knowing very 
little of the manners of the sect; and from 
the numberless rumours propagated against 
them, he suspects them of hypocrisy. Yet 
his testimony in favour of their general con- 
duct seems to overbalauce al! his invectives. 
‘If says he, ** you ask them of their faith, 
nothing can be more Christian; if you ob- 
serve their conversation, nothing can be more 


bydeeds. You may seea man, for the tesii- 
mony of his faith, frequent the church, honour 
the elders, offer his gift, make bis confession, 
receive the sacrament. What more like a 
Christian ? As to life and manners, he cir- 
cumvents no man, over reaches no man, and 
does violence tono man. He fasts much, and 
eats not the bread of idleness, but works with 
his hands for his support. The whole body, 
indeed, are rustic and illiterate, aud all whom 
[have known of this sect are very ignorant.” 
Such was the testimony of the great Saint 
Bernard in their behalf.—Jones’ Ch. History. 


sionartes.—Capt. Smith, of the brig Globe, 
from Cronstadt, informs that the Emper- 
ror of Kussia had issued an order for the 
departure of all foreign missionaries from 
the empire, and that many of them with 
families, had arrived at Cronstadt and 
were embarking for England. 

This is as we have expected. The 
' principal object of the missionaries in Rus- 
sia, has been to spread among the inhabit- 
‘ants of that vast empire the holy serip- 
tures. The missionary stations in that 
‘empire were numerous. Probably the 
‘eldest establishment of this kind was that 
vat Karrass, 530 miles south west of As- 
|tracan, of which Mr. Bronton was princi- 
pal. This establishment was commen- 
ced and supported by the missionary so- 
iciety in Edinburg, assisted by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, who had sey- 
/eral years since sent to them a press, 
itypes and paper to publish the Holg 
Scriptures in the language of that country, 
understood from the Wolga to Euxine 
|Mr. Patterson whose name and indefa- 
itigable labors have been well known ia 
the Christian world was a labourer in this 
region and assisted this establishment 
They had circulated to a considerable 
extent the New Testament several years 
ago.—We hope before this they have 
been able to commit to the hands of the 
reading part of community in that country, 
‘the whole Bible in their own language. 
so that if driven away, they may leave 
‘* incorruptible seed”’ hehind. _ 

The united brethren have long since 


‘had a missiooary establishment on the 
Volga, and had attained a knowledge of | 


the language at Calmucks, and were. 


preaching to them the gospel of Christ. 

| In Astracan, also a place of me 
| portance, and of great facilities, for ¢ 
(distribation of the Scriptures and 
gious tracts to the inhabitants ef various 
countries from India to Persia, there was 
a missionary station of much promise. Ig 
Orenburgh, in Russian Tartary, the Ed- 
inburgh missionary society establisheda 
mission in 1814, which was lately in @ 
flourishing condition. The London Mis- 
sionary Society, in 1717 sent ont two mis- 
sionaries to Siberia, to a station more than 
3000 miles eastward of St. Petersburgh, 
calculating from this station to spread the 
gospel amongthe Mogul Tartars. These 
establishments have been 
every year and cost vast sums of 
and the missionaries were 
exert a happy influence 


the people to. whom they 


blameless, and what they speak, they prov3. 


The Emperor of Russia and the Mis- | 
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the above news of the removal of the mis- 
sionaries from the empireis true, it is one 
of those events which the christian 
world had reason to fear, and one which 
they greatly deprecated. They feared it 
because they have known that the knowl- 
edge of the word of God, and the practice 
of the Christian virtues is calculated to 
advance the cause of civil and religious 
liberty, and to overthrow the throne of 
tyranny, and destroy the bopes of tyrants. 
itis for the interest of despots such as 
now reign over almost all the inhabitants 
of the eurth, to keep up and maintain a 
hireling and obsequious priesthood ; and 
to repress every attempt to enlighten the 
people. It has theretore been surprising 
tomany, thatthe despots of Europe had 
suffered, for so longa time, the organ- 
ized efforts of enlightened christians to 
print and circulate the Holy Scriptures in 
their several territories and to preach the 
gospel in its parity to their people. We 
did hope that the time was yet distant 
when the peaceable progress of the gospel 
of peace would have been interrupted by 
the despots of Europe, whose interest it is 
to keep the people in ignorance, that 
they may remain in slavery. We did 
hope that before the despots of Europe 
would become alarmed at the progress of 
protestant principles, the precious seed 
[the word of God] would become so ex- 
tensively sown, that all attempts to stop 
its influence might, by them, be deemed 
fruitless. If the account from Cronstadt 
should not prove true, we have no doubt 
that such a measure will soon be adopted 
by Alexander, and other kings in Europe. 
— Bap. Reg. 
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Probably at no period of the world, has the 
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cing words,” and thereby subvert their faith? unable tobear the expense. This excuse 
How important the injunction of the Saviour, |is in most cases unfounded ; for | have 
‘« Watch and pray lest ye enter into tempta- | actually found in the houses of many who 
tion— Be sober, be vigilant, for your adversary |have made this poor excuse, political 
the devil goeth about as a roaring lion, seek- | Newspapers constantly taken ; and when 


ing whom he may devour.” 
** For we must all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ,” to give an account tor the :man- 


ner in which we have improved our privileges, 
| . . 

land ** to whom much is given, of those much 
| 

| will be required.” 


The following is an extract from a letter re- | 
ceived from the Rev. Samuel S. Mallory. of, 
Hillsdale, Colurnhia County, New You ik, | 
dated Jan. 18th, 1825. 


* Dear Srr, 

I heg leave to infirm yon that hy seme 
means or other, two Packages of ‘he Secre- 
tary have failed in coming, and ty subser 
bers wish that such mistakes miclit be rectif 
ed and prevented in future, if practicable. 
The papers which I have not seen are No. 
44, and No. 50.” 

The 44th number of the Secretary, Was | 
mailed at Hartford, on the 30th of Nov. 1824, | 

we | 
and the 50th number on the I!th of Jan. 1825, | 
and directed as above; each packare con- | 
tained 21 papers, making in al! 4? papers, 
which had never been received by Mr. Mal- 
lory. That there is a great want of attention 
some where is evident, but on which post- 
master to fix the blame we ase uncertaia. 

We therefore have taken this method of 
stating the fact, and shall forward a paper to 
each postmaster between Hartford and Hills- 
dale, hoping that if the papers are still detam- 
ed on the route, they may be forwarded with- 
out further delay, and that in future, a similar 
occurrence may not take place. 

If this were a solitary instance of the kind } 
we should attach much less impertance to it, | 
but failures through the mail of papers from 


i 
} 
; 
; 


| 


this office. have been a serious evil; to remedy j 
which 10 all cases where we could identify the | 


office . we have written letters to the Post- 


spirit of free inquiry been indulged to se great | 
an extent as at the present time, and at no pe- | 
riod have the powers ‘‘that be,” given equal 
countenance to that spirit. Some indeed of 
the Potentates of Europe, betray a degree ot | 
anxiety and fear whereunto the present im- 
pulse of the haman mind may tend; hence we 
see the Russian Emperor interdicting the ex 
ertions, and even the residence of foreign 
Christian Missionaries in his dominions, avd 
the incorrigible Ferdinand of Spar, is vainly 
atiempting to bind down the minds of his in 
sulted and degraded subjects by brutal force 

Yet notwithstanding the darkness and su- 
perstition which still remains, and 1s more vis 
ible in some kingdoros than in others, we 
are warranted‘in the conclusion that light is 
increasing. This may be emphatically called 
av age of inquiry. 

The Bible, and the revelation which it con- 
tains, has Become a subject of intense interest 
to wast multitudes of the human race, who 
twenty years ago heeded not its truths or the 
character of (heir author. 


Great has become the multitude of those | 
who zealously publish the word which God | 
has given, and great is the success that attends | 
the labours of those who are thus engaged. 

Rome pagan and Rome papal have alike at- | 
tempted to enforce their systems of religion, | 
by the power of the civil sword, neither the 
heathen mythology nor papal superstition 
could stand the test of free inquiry, or abide 
the searching light of divine truth; carnal 
weapons were therefore necessary to defend 
the systems they promulgated. 

Those were days of great darkness and sore 
rebuke, and presented mournful evidence of 
the degeneracy of the human heart. 

But those gloomy days of darkness and su- 
perstition have passed away, and the Sun of 
Righteousness bas now shed down his genial 

fluence upon the world. 

Especially in this highly favoured country, 
mankind are rapidly learning 'o understand, 
appreciate, and enjoy those civil and religious 
rights‘apd immunities which are chartered to 
them by the God of heaven. 


Here rational liberty is urderstood and se- | rection, if he has not risen from the dead? and | 1—9. 


cured alike to all, and no shackles remain to 
encumber the human mind but such as are the 
necessary consequence of our defection from 
God's government. 


roasters, and the evil has been remedied for 
the time. 

It has been our uniform practice when in 
our power, on being advised of the failure of 
any number of our paper, to forward others of 


| downright covetousness lies at the bottom 


they were requested to exchange them for 


‘another paper containing both religious 


maiter, and the necessary political news 
they absolutely refused to doit. This 
proves the fact, that such people have no 
taste for 1eligious reading, and feel no in- 
terest in the prosperity or affliction of the 
Cherch, and have no care for the salva- 
tion of sinners. May God have mercy on 
such deluded souls! 

in regard to those who make the boast 
aforesaid, it can only be said that they 
are, of all classes of people, claiming the 
respect of their fellow men, the most in- 
excusable, afd almost despicable. Noth- 
ing, no, nothing, | say it again, nothing but 
oftheir ignoble conduct. In the midst of 
ablaze of light, they hug darkness and 
save their pence. Their miserly and 
graceless conduct locks up the mind of 
themselves and their children wm ignor- 
ance of all that God is doing for his glory, 
and all that is doing among the nations. 
Let not such fathers suppose that they 
gain applause by disclosing and boasting 
of the shameful secret of their covetous- 
ness, no, they leave every circle in which 
they have proclaimed their criminality, 
loaded with merited contempt, if not exe- 
cration. May their eyes be opened, their 
idolatry abolished, their hearts expanded, 
and their souls converted and saved. 

WwW. 
antitie 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 

The question is often asked, Is there 
any thing in dreams ? Without attempt- 
ing to gratify the curious, and not expect- 
ing to satisfy every inquiry, I design to 
engage your attention with a scriptural 
answer. 

Dreams are of three classes,—natural, 
sinful or diabolical, and divine. 

Natural dreams are those which com- 
monly attend our sleep. ‘They generally 


with the Bible? Does it teach to be 

humble, quicken and sanctify the soul ? 

God reveals no new doctrine, or. duty, 
or ordinance ; for the sacred code is com- 
plete. 

The prophets of old, who spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost, received 
their prophecies by visions when awake, 
and by dreams when asleep. Numb, xii. 
6. ‘The spirit of prophesying seems not 
to be given now as formerly. Yet God 
‘says, in Joel, ii. 28, speaking of gospel 
times, ‘‘ I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy ; your old men shall dream 
dreams ; your young men shall see vis- 
ions.” This passage Peter applied to the 
day of Pentecost, in Acts, ¥. 17. But 
who will dare confine it to that day ? 

Let us not despise a dream or a vision, 
if it sustains a good character ; but grate- 
fally receive instraction from it. Nor 
let us be deceived by Satan, or by our 
own hearts,.te think ourselves prophets 
or spiritual, if we are not in all things 
strictly obedient to the holy scriptures. 

ONEIROFOLOS. 
—> ee 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 
REVIVAL. 

The following account of a revival, in the 2d 
Baptist Church, in Greene, N. Y. is taken 
from a letter received in B n, Con. 
from a beneficiary in the Baptist Theologi- 
cal Institution at Hamilton, N. Y. 

Who that utters the petition ‘ qualify 
and send forth more faithful labourers 
into thy harvest,”’ will not rejoice in hav- 
ing an opportunity of evincing the sincer- 
ity of his prayers by accompanying them 
with his offerings, and thus aid those in- 
stitutions which are labouring to expound 
the way of the Lord more perfectly, to those 
young brethren, whom the churches have 
approved as possessing piety and talents, 


on. 


ed, and like a mighty flood has swept all 
before it, but few families in its course 
have been passed by—but few individuals 
who have not felt its power. It has in 
general been carried forward by a still 
small voice. There have been a few 
cases similar to that of Saul of Tarsus, the 
jailor, and the publican, of crying out in 
meeting. Most have been constrained to 
acknowledge that it is the Lord’s doings 
and marvellous in our eyes. 

The subjects of it.—The swearing man 
has been made to pray. Those who have 
counted the Sabbath a weariness have, on 
the first day of the week come to the 
house of worship, and heard for their 
lives. Card players have virtually scat- 
tered their cards to the four winds, and 
resorted to the word of God, and consu- 
med the midnight oil in perusing its sacred 
contents. The foundation of the moralist 
and boasting Pharisee, has been swept 
away by the force of truth, while they 
have embraced the humbling religion of 
the lowly Jesus. The aged, middle aged 
youth and children, but more especially 
the youth have learned of Jesus who is 
meek and lowly in heart, and have found 
rest to their souls. 

Means.—'The gospel when it has been 
preached with power, clearness, plain- 
ness, simplicity, and godly sincerity, ney- 
er fails of success. Meetings of inquiry 
where individual appeals are made to the 
conscience, has the effect that Nathan’s 
message had on David's heart. 

Visiting from house to house, warning, 
every man night and day with tears, is 
abundantly blessed. 

Yours, &c. 
SILAS AMBLER. 
** The prophet that hath a dream let him 
tell a dream, and he that hath my word, 


which encourage the hope of their future 
usefulness. That these young men, and | 
all who are called to preach the gospel, 
may be humble, zealous and prudent, and | 
become successful ministers, is most ar- 
dently to be desired. 


let him speak my word faithfully ; what 
is the chaff to the wheat saith the Lord.”’ 
Jer. xxiii. 28. 
BY REQUES?. 
THE SUBSTANCE OF A DREAM, 
[ was recently reflecting on that great 


| By reference to the connection in which 


| urrection ot the dead, and as if to put the mat- | fections in the heart, or from some special 


' > ; ! 2% . > 7 . . ° 7 ; 
the same number, but im the present case We | a +i.6 from the multitude of business and 


‘event, the downfall of those Angels, who 


Yours yen, 
’ ' rebeli’d against God, spoken of by the im- 


. 
AGNOSTOS. 
| 


have none of the 44th or 50th number remain- | cares which occupy our wakeful thoughts, 
ing on hand. lor from the pecuhar state of our animal | 

A great proportion of our subscribers keep | system ; and they are chiefly vanity.— | 
a regular file of the Secretary, which cireum-| Eccl, v. 3, 7. Job, vin. 13, 14. 
stance renders a failure of a paper of more 
eonsequence, than such ao occurrence would | that are contrary to God’s holy word, and 
be with a paper merely political. We have | ot an evil character, and influence, tend- 
had no compiaint of the irregularity of such of | ing to more ungodliness. Such are sug- 
our papers as are transported only im the large igested by fallen spirits, or by the vile 
passions and affections of our wicked 
hearts. See 1 Kings, xxu. 21, 22, 23 
Ezek. xiv. 9. Jer. xxii. 25—32, and 
xxvii. 9, 10. Zech. x. 2. Deat. xiii. 1, 


mails. 
—_-— 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


‘© Else what shall they do who ore baptized for 
the dead, if the dead rise not at ali ? why are 


Jude, 8. 
they then baptized for the dead?” i Cor. EOS 
ce 68. ' for : Ifa Christian has any such dreams, he 


Much labour and study have been expend- 1s filled with shame and self-loathing be- 
fore God ; and earnestly prays that God 
iwould cleanse him from that depravity 
|out of which they flow, and protect him 


2, J. 


ed by schoolmen, to expound the abeve pas- 
sage, and after all it is considered by many a 
very difficult one. 


ishali not attempt to say what Griesbach, | . te . ~w 
Scott, M’Knight, Doddridge, Burket, &. |!7™ all the insinuations of Satan. 


have said on the subject, but shall, with due | Divine dreams are those that are con- 
deference to others, give such an exposition of |sonant to the providences and word of | 
the passage as im my opinion, lies on the sur- | God ; and have a direct tendency to en- 
face. ‘large our views of sacred things,, and to 
the text stands, it is evident the Apostle is} make us humble, holy, and obedient.— 
labouring to establish the doctrine of the res-|'These arise from holy principles and af- 


ter beyond doubt or controversy, by shewing |influence on the mind by the ministry of 

that it was an essential part of Gospel doc-| te ne the Hole Seickt 

trine incorporated with the early profession | #7£° ets: Secedes 29 Mes, 220 

of the Christian Faith, he uses the language} Both good men and bad men have been 

of the text under consideration. ithe subjects ofthem. And they have re- 
By which I understand him to refer to an|}ation both to spiritual things and to tem- 

every day practice of the Church, in the or- | poral things The most important of 


dinance of Christian baptism, which repre- . : 
sents a death, burial and resurrection, and |them are the following, which the reader 


was an unequivocal expression of their faith |is requested carefully to examine, viz. 
in the doctrine ; as much as if he had said,| Abimelech’s dream, Gen. xx. 3, &c. 
the baptisin to which you my brethren bave| Jacob's, Gen. xxviii. 12, &c. and XxXi. | 
al! subinitted, is an unmeaning ceremony if the | 10—13 
dead rise not, for by submitting to this signifi-; “~ > °*, te ee 
cant ordinance of initiation into the Gospe!| Laban’s, Gen. xxx. 24, 29. x 
Church, you have professed your faith in all| Joseph’s, Gen. xxxvii. 5—10, and xiii. 
the doctrines — by the Saviour, among | 29, with the sequel of their history. 
which none stands more conspicuous than the The butler’s and baker's, Gen. xl. 5— 
doctrine of the resurrection. w- 
But if the dead rise not, then is not Christ! ~*: , g ’ i 
risen, and why should the Christian Church{ Pharaoh’s, Gen. xli. 1—36. 
submit to an ordinance for, or in obedience to Eliphaz’s, Job, iv. 12, &c. 
Christ, which declares their faith in his resur- Solomon’s, 1 Kings, iii. 5—15, and ix. 


why should we endure privations and suffer 
affiictions here, if there be no hereafter ?-- 
«But if Christ be not risen, then is our preach 
ing vain, and your faith 1s also vain.” Again 


Ayes Daniel’s, Dan. vii. 
the same Apostle in his letter to the Romans, Joseph’s the husband of Mary. Matt. i 
vi. 3, 4, 5, says, “* Know ye not that so many | ‘ 7 marys aby: 


Nebnchadnezzar's, Dan. ii. 


and iv. 5—27. 


1—45, 


Here we have now no religious hierarchy, 


demanding obedience to its mandates, or as- | 
" seat to its dogmas. 


No man is here required 
to offer sacrifice to the gods, nor pay an idol- 
atrous homage to a crucifix, but the benign 


religion of the meek and lowly Jesus is left free | 3.41) “he also in the likeness of his resurrec- | the dream was supernatural—and a strong 


to exert its own native energy on the hearts 
of men, and those who proclaim its truths are 
required to show a “‘ thus saith the Lord” for 
every duty or precept they would enjoin. 

But in the midst of ali this freedom of thought 
and action, and with all the lights which are 
afforded by science and religion, ought we not 
to apprehend danger from the prevalence of 
a speculative and skeptical spirit ° 

Emancipated by the good providence of Gud 
from human misrule, is there not danger of 
falling into licentiousness of thought and ac- 
tion through the misguidance of our own na- 
tive corruption ’ 

The enemy of souls is never inactive, and 
his emissaries still exist among the children of 
disobedience, and baving lost the power of per- 
secution, is there not danger to be apprehend- 
ei {rom their insidious attempts to beguile the 
saints of God Withetheir sophisms and “ enti- 


. ‘ ‘i i c _ i PD 
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were ' 20. 21, and i. 13, 19 —— 5 
The eastern wise men’s, Matt. ii. 12. 


baptized into his death? Therefore we are | 

| buried with him by baptism into death: that! Pilate’s wife’s, Matt. xxviii. 19. 

— *c ( ee "Fs ewer: trom the Sea by | la all these instances, each particular 
the glory of the Father, even so we aisos 10uUl y left : sei ; 
walk in newness of life. For if we be plant- | eream eft a deep impression on the mind 

ed together in the likeness of his death, we} °! the dreamer—a strong persuasion that 


tion.” 


The writer gives his friend an inter- | 
esting narrative of the work, from which 
the following particulars are selected. 


‘There was a vacation in the institution 


the 2d Church in Greene, which was then 
nearly destitute of preaching ; on the' 
next day continued his journey, not ex- | 
pecting immediately to return. Howev- 
er being much impressed through the | 
week, that God was about to pour out his | 
spipit in that place, he returned the next 
Lord’s-day ; but few attended meeting as 
there was no expectation of preaching. — 
It was, however, a good season ; the little 
clond that had been rising grew larger, 
and sparks that had been kindling burst 
into a flame ; and sinners began to in- 
quire, what they should do to be saved. 
This was an impressive season, and very 
few of the assembly remained unmoved— 
meetings were held frequently, and the 
power of the Lord was manifested in the 
conviction and conversion ofsinners. On 
the last Lord’s-day in November, twelve 
followed the example of their Divine Lor: 
and were ‘‘ buried with him in baptism.” 
Others at different times have followed 
the same example, twenty-one in all; 
others have obtained a hope wha have 
not yet made a profession, and five have 
united with the Methodists. 

There has also been a revival in the 
ist Church in Greene, in the early part 
of summer, and about fifty were bapti- 
zed in the fellowship of that Church 
In Lile also, and adjoining town, there has 
been a revival ; and in the Black River 
Association, there are extensive revivals 
going on, and more than three hundred 
have of late, been baptized. 

Thus God is advancing his glorious} 
kingdom in our land, by renewing the} 
hearts of thousands ready to perish : the 
songs of believers harmonize with that of 
the heavenly host, which, along the plains | 
of Bethlehem, echoed, ‘‘ Glory to God in| 
the highest ; and on earth peace and good 

will to men.” | 

This letter is dated ‘“* Hamilton, Dec. | 
2d 1824." | 

Signed 
—~<D +o J 


} 
FOR THE CBRISTIAN SECRETARY. } 


Danbury, Jan. 11th 1825. 


Dear Brorner, 
Doubting not but it will be interesting | 


mortal Milton in his sublime poem ; and 
which is mentioned by the inspired wri- 
ters, Peter and Jude. Deep in thought 
upon this important subject, I fell into a 


Sinful or diabohcal dreams are those |in September, and he went and supplied profound slumber, when a train of ideas 


arose before my mind. Reason thrown 
off its guard, reality was lost in the airy 
regions of fancy. Methought I was pla- 
ced upon the ponderous wheel of time, 
which seemed to roll retregrade. Pas- 
sing the centuries already fled, | was con- 
ducted back to witness scenes which 
transpired before the world begun. Me- 
thought | saw this space which is filled 
with systems and worlds, a dreary mass of 
undigested matter, where darkness held 
her sable reign, and chaos and silence sat 
undisturbed ; soon however the world of 
light with all its enrapturing scenes burst 
upon my view. I was lost in the sight of 
the transcendent glory that now surround- 
ed me, and for a while stood ravished with 
delight. 1 passed by shining ranks of ra- 
dient seraphs and drew near the throne of 


God, where I saw arch Angels of the 


highest order, who as far excell’d those 
of the outer courts, as the stars of the first 
magnitude transcend in brightness the 
twinkling luminaries around them. The 
sparkling glory which streamed from their 
countenance, fill’d me with awe and rev- 
erence, while I gazed with admiration and 
wonder upon these delectable sons of 
heaven. Methought they preferred a pe- 
tition to the throne to be admitted into the 
cabinet of futurity, they received a nega- 
tive answer, they seconded their endeav- 
ours by another ardent request, they were 
then admitted into one of the mansions of 
the Son ot God, where they saw crowns 
of glory far richer than their own, and 
robes of unsullied white, beyond what 
they bad ever beheld, palms of victory of 
sublimest honours, wreaths of immortali- 
ty of unfading verdure. They eagerly 
inquired for whom these were designed ” 
They were answered by the Son of God, 
for REDEEMED MEN. On their return 
to their stations, I could see evident tokens 
of discontent in these mighty Angels, ari- 
sing from the reflection of ere long being 
rivalled in glory and titles. 

They abruptly left the places assigned 
them, repaired to the outer ranks, where 


they began to sow the seeds of discord, 


intending to gather all possible strength 
in their gradual advance to the throne of 


This exposition of the passage I acknowl- 
edge, proceeds upon the ground that Gospel! 
Baptism is performed only by immersion ot 
the whole body in water, agreeable to primi- 
tive example and precept, and recognizes no 
others subjects of the ordinance, but professed 


'anxiety to understand the interpretation. 

| In each of these, something of great im- 
portance was contained, and from them 
some great good ensued. They all taught 
the fear of God ; and they all had respect 
to the canse of truth, and to the manifest- 


to the friends of Zion, to hear of the grow-| Deity, and direct that strength against the 
ing empire of Immanuel, Il now take an | Author of their being and happiness. — 
opportunity of giving you further particu- | The yawning gulf of black perdition, more 
lars concerning the glorious revival in N. to be dreaded than the shades of annibila- 
Milford, of which I gave you a short ac- tion—more horrible than the dark river 
count a few weeks since ; ithas continu-| of oblivion, wide distended to receive 


believers in the doctrine of Christ. 


ELIHU. [ation and prevalence of the kingdor of 


Christ. They all have been verified, as 
divine monitions, or as prophecies wholly 
or partially accomplished. 

These dreams were strikingly adapted 
to the times and circumstances where 
they were dreamed, having a close rela- 
tion to surrounding objects. This partic- 
ular, so far from militating against their 


-_—>—- 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


| lLoften hear people in various places, 
who profess the religion of Jesus Christ, 
affirm that they neither take or read any 
religious paper or magazine of any de- 
‘scription. Others, and men too of good 
estates go still further, and boast in almost ae 
every circle, that they have not paid for character as divine, is expressive of the 
any newspaper or periodical publication | ree — ea pei ys ptr 
forseven or eight years. What are we | CCT'u! 18 Counse! and excelent | 


to-think efsuch a man, placed at the head | "5 
of a rising family. To determine the moral character of a 


ed to spread in nearly every direction, | them, they were stripped of thei 
from that time to the present, and the y ppe ir glory 


prospect of its increase is still encoura- 
ging, especially at the north part of the 
town, where the Lord has and is still do- 
ing wonders. There are but few meet- 
ings at which there are not some newly 
convicted, or hopefully converted, or 
both. The number who in a judgment 
of charity have passed from death to life, 
as near as I am able to learn, since its first 
commencement, is 100; the number of 
convicted souls I cannot state with cer 
tainty. 


and by the powerful arm of God they 
were plunged therein. Impre- 
cations and blasphemy belched from the 
pit, midnight and death and eternal tor- 
ture, together with blackness and dark- 
ness all were visible. I awoke suddenly, 
and found myself extremely agitated. 
MERCY. 
—~—— 


Extract of a letter to the Editor, dated 


Hoosick, Jan. 12th 1826. 
Dear Broruer, 


Believing that you feel a deep interest 


The manner of this work.—Since its 


Many of the former class say they are | dream, we should inquire, Is it consistent 


first appearance it has gradually increas- 


in the welfare of Zion, | write this in 
|hope that it will afford you a degree of 


ee 


jeasure, to hear of the prosperity of| Committee of the Whole, the bill providing 


“a ee . . : . . for the security of the public money in the 
God's cause in this region. The Church hands of clerks, of courts, attorneys, and mar- 


to which I now belong, and to which | am tials, and their depnties. 

endeavouring to administer the word and Mr. Van Buren briefly explained the na- 
ordinances, is the one with which I first | ture and objects of the bill: after which, it 
united, more than 14 years ago, being | ¥@8 ordered to be engrossed for a third read 


i 3 ye: ° ing. 
then a litte more than 15 years of age. The Senate then proceeded to consider, as 


1 remained a member here about five | in Committee of the Whole, the bill * for the | 


years, Whea receiving a license to| relief of the Columbian College in the Dis- 

Prcpovats, where { remained dusiog eigh| proposes after which, the bill was ordered t 
shusetts, where I remained during ei SUpSsee, aww * 

— the Church in this place aoa be engrossed for a third reading, yeas 22, nays 

while, were called to pass through pecu- Adjourned. 

jiar trials, particularly in parting with one Wednesday, January 19. 

minister by death, and four by removal.| Mr. Benton submitted the following resolu- 


Being destitute of a pastor, and under pe- | tion for consideration, which has been agreed | 


culiar afflictions, such as almost threatened | te : 


» di ‘ “ke | & Resolved, That the Committee on Indian 
the dissolution of the little flock, they | Affairs he instructed to inquire into ¢! 


press the soil of my birth. It was a long | of Lake Superior, the privilege of exploring 
time before | was convinced that it was | the country for the diseovery oi ah yr Sapereses. 

. . e o ; "¢ same 
my duty . finally yielding to the openings | and for the use and occupation of the same 


her : . A 
Prov : by the United States, if discovered. 
) é F . | 93 , ; 7 
hy ag ge 6 er pee eo | The bill from the House of Representatives, 
clinations, | removed to this 


March last. Religion seemed to be in aj|dent Association of Clerks in the civil de- 
low state. However, as early as April | partment of the government of the United 


. " ; Jistrict of Columbia,” and 
here were some small tokens of Good.— | States, im the Dis 
t ns of Good also An act further toamend the act authori- 


Acloud of mercy arose in our spiritual ‘zing the payment for property lost, captured 


horizon, and though as a man’s hand, yet | or destroyed by the enemy, while in the mili- 
gave us encouragement to hope for a\ tary service of the United States, and for oth- 
shower of grace on this dry and thirsty | et purposes,” were brought up for — 
land. We soon began to realize our ex- | "nce: severally read, aud pamer t'a-cocens 
: . reading. 

pectations. A number of the youth be-| The bill for the relief of the Columbian Col- 
came interested in the inquiry, ‘‘ what |lege in the Distniet of Columbia, was read a 
shall I do to be saved ?” Our house of! third tim, rR seul, and sent to the House for 
worshipwas more crowded than it had heen | Concurrence— Yeas, 19, Nays 15. 


| The bill providing for the security of the | 


— the general awakening in 1510, and | public money in the hands of the Clerks, At- 
not unfrequently a deep and solemn atten- | torneys, and Marshalls, and their deputies, 
tion paid to the word. 

The spirit of truth was manifest in the House for CUROErERES. 
conviction and conversion of sinners ; and | Adjourned. 
though but few, at any one time, have | 
been awakened and brought to the know!l- | 


Thursday, January 20. 


The President communicated, to both Hou- 


edge of the truth, yet the attention of the | ses of Congress, copies of a Convention be- | 
‘ " 'tween the United States and His Majesty the | 


eople is alive to the subject. Those| ‘ 4 . 
ra oe ale seid wd ee Phos .| Emperor of all the Russias, concluded at St. 
who have given evidence of a work of} Petersburg on the 17th of April last; waich 


grace, are mostly among the youth. I | has been duly ratified on both sides, and the 


have baptized 19 persons on a profession | ratifications of which were exchanged on the | 


i 


of faith, one is now a candidate for that | !!th inst. 


| The biii fi the House of Representatives | 
linanc ‘ , . | 1€ Dill from the fou 7 hepre 
ordinance, and we may resonably expect | to amend the act incorporating the Provident | 


more. We are not without hopes that | Association of Clerks in the civil departments 
there are some now seriously inquiring | of the governmeat ; and the bill for the relief 
what they shall do to be saved. |of the Niagara sufferers, were, severally, 


A good work has commenced in Shafta- | twice read, and referred to Committees. 
bury, a town joining this Resolutions of the Legislatures of Massa- 
9 ’ . 


united with the Church, under the pas- | for militia services, were laid before the Sen- 
toral care of Elder I. Matteson, the good | ate. 
work is apparently increasing. P The Senate Ran, see * son aa ad 
: : re Cay, 2 2 
[ remain Joa & gospel bonds, bill, reported by the Committee of Foreign 
ISRAEL KEACH. Relations, for the suppression of piracy. The 

P. S. We are much pleased with the | bill having been read through. 
Christian Secretary. 1 wish you to send | Mr Barbour (Chairman of the Committee 


Seas | os -enarte 
me an additional number of 10 to make | ¥hich reported the bill) ; 
{speech of nearly two honrs’ duration, in ex- 


9o0 . } - . . 7 
7 the number of 22 papers. planation and defence of the principles of the | 


el 


VERMONT BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
The Vermont Association held its annua; 
meeting at Middletown, Vermont, on the 6th 
and 7th of October, 1824. Number of Church- 
es, 27, Ordained Ministers, 15, Licentiates, 2. 
Added the last year 57, total 2389. ’ 
The circular letter is an interesting docu- | long debate ensued, after which the bill was 
ment, and we shall probably give it a place in | Postponed till Monday. 
Oe f A Adjourned to Monday. 
the Secretary hereafter. mong other re- | e 
solves passed by the Association, we find the | 


posed by the bill, Xc. ; 
The further consideration of the bill was 
postponed till to-morrow- 
Adjourned. 
Friday, January 21 
The principal business to day, was the con- 


HOUSE, 
following. Monday, January 17. 


** Resolved, that this Association cordially | Mr. Mc Lane, from the Committee of 
recommend to the patronage of the churches, | Ways and Means, reported a bill “ making 


the Latter Day Luminary and the Columbian | appropriation for the support of government 
Ster, published at Washington, D. C. by aj from the year 1825 ;” which was twice read | 


Committee of the Board of Managers of the | and committed. 
Baptist General Convention; the former is- On motion of Mr. Livingston, it was 
sued monthly, at two dollars per annum—the | 
latter weekly, at three doilars; also the | and Canals be instructed to inquire ito the 
Christian Secretary, published weekly, at | expediency of causing an experiment to be 
Hartford, Con. under the superintendence of | at the seat of government, ou a small scale 
the Connecticut Baptist Convention, at two! of constructing roads on the plan practised 
dollars per anoum; also the Christian Watch under the direction of Mr. W’Adam, in Eng- 
man, andthe American Baptist Magazine, the land, and of railways under the patent grant- 
Jatter to be issued monthly after the first of | ed to John Stephens, of Hoboken, in New 
January pext, at one dollar and fifty cents per | Jersey. 
annum: also An Essay on Communwn, by! an engrossed bill to amend the act to in- 
Br. Isaac Merriam, published and for sale by | : : naneeie , clerks 
<yasm 4° | corporate the provident association of clerk: 
Lincola aad Edmands, of Boston, and by the in the civil departments of the Government of 
agents of the Magazine generally ” the United States, in the District of Columbia, 
was read a third time, passed, and sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. _ 
The House then went into committee of 
the Whole on the bill to provide for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland Road, Mr. Ster- 
y the chair. 
ie & question being ae Sting the blank 
1 ~ i ¢ ypropriation, with $150,000 : 
ne nea os | ae. Clay (Speaker) addressed the Commit- 
Mr. Mills, from the select committee ap- tee, in along speech, in favour of the bill. 
pointed on the letter of Rembrandt Peale, re- | ‘The question to fill the blank with $150,- 
ported a bill “to authorize the purchase of 000 was decided in the affirmative, ayes 96, 
the Equestrian Portrait of Washington, by | | 1. 96. 

Remembrandt Peale ;” which was twice “Other amendments were proposed, without 
read. success. Before the question to order the 
The President communicated a_ report bill to a third reading, was put, the House 
showing the amount of duties that have accru- " Adiourned- 

ed on importations into the United States for J Tuesday, Ja wary 18. 

the three quarters of a year, ending June 30th, Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Ways 

1824. Also, the amount of duties which have and Means, reported a bill making appropria- 

accrued on the same importations at the rates | tions for the military service of the United 

of duty imposed by the act of the last session. | States, for the year 1825; which was twice 
The Senate proceeded to consider the mo- read and committed. 

tions of the 13th instant, directing the Secre- Mr. M’Lane, from the same Committee, re- 

tary of War to lay before the Senate an ab- oon a bill making appropriations for the 

stract of the rules and regulations of the ar- P f the navy of the United States, for 

my ; and a report of the divisions brigades, which was twice read and com- 

regiments, battallions, and companies of mili- | ited 

ta ; and agreed thereto. ry resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
The engrossed bill “to abolish imprison- Webster, calling for information respecting 


aE 


General Xutelligence. 


- EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS. _ 
SECOND SESSION. 
SENATE, 


support oO 
the year 1825; 


ment for debt,” was again read ; and, on the the claims of the United States on the gov-| 


, ae . e ” , : me 
Ble debate pas a Le py ponent ernment : the Netherlands, was taken up 
nee ‘ , ‘eed to. 

ree by yeas and nays— Yeas 20, Nays, 23. oe Ww right called up the consideration 

e Ss > P . i ‘ . ; ot 

io Comat en heeeeded te conede, | o¢ a realtionoered hy him some dare ce, 

. eS : n 

ieee one: Commins College, im the dis- amr 4 at the election of Pressdent and 

After the bill had been amended, so as to| Vice President. dee om og cae he 

remit to the College a debt of $14,000, on the modified, ae one Nae Revnolds. Can- 

recession to the government of the property seven appointed, be ~ I aatheeen 

on which the debt arose, it wz t P Pi til ibreling, Blarr, ‘Trun e, Moore, o ama, 
to-morrow a ee | Hayward, and Ellis. 

. Adjourned The House then passed to the order of the 

Tuesday, January 18. | yesterday ; which was the bill for the continu- 


Theeenate preceeded to consider, 28 i lance of the Cumberland road from Wheeling, 
| Virginia, to Zanesville, Ohio. 


0 
propos! 


{ 
1 


fhe ex-! 


gave me an invrtation to return, and again | pediency of procuring, from the Indians south | 


place in| entitled “* An act to incorporate the Provi- | 


| was read a third time, passed, and sent to the | 


Eleven have |chusetts and Maine, relative to their claims | 


rose, and delivered a | 


Report of the Committee, the measures pro- | 


'sideration of the bill respecting piracy. A | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads | 


-| tion is particularly requested from the river | 


dav. and took up the unfinished business of 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


| An amendment was adopted, providing for {who sailed in the Jerome Maximilian. They 
‘the appowtment of a Commissioner to com- |did not exceed 25 in all.--V. ¥. D. Adv. 


lete the examination of the route of a propo- ; 
ae road, commencing at Zanesville, cae Pa a of _ thington, have been 
by the capitals of Ohio, Indiana, and Lilinois, Sie be or a few Neal S$ past, — a disease 
and terminating at the capital of Missouri. * - “the tga fatal to many after a — 
|The question then recurring on ordering the rs . “wr r eae —— re as ave 
bill, as amended, to be engrossed for a third | @'€4 19 48 hours after the attack. The disease 
lear aves 94. nays 82 is called putrid sore throat, lung fever, &c.— 
Paw 77> 44<- ata hin New Haven Register. 


Adjourned 
bWednesday, January 19. : At a meeting of dealers in Goods, bought and 
Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Ways| sold by the Cwt. held at Boardman’s Coffee 
and means, reported a bill making appropria-| House, in the City of Middletown, on Friday 
'tions for certain fortifications of the United] evening, 2ist January, 1825— 
Thomas Mather was appointed Chairman, 


| States for the year 1825 ; which was twice read | 
' and corninitted. and Henry Carrington Secretary, when the 


| Mr. T. P. Moore, from the Select Commit- | following resolutions were unanimously adop- 


‘tee to which the subject was referred, made a | ted: 
/report, accompanied by a bill for the benefit | 
of the Asylums for teaching the Deaf and | M&rch next, we wilt abandon the present cus- 


ist. That from and after the first day of! 


a 


PERSPICUITY OF THE GOSPEL. 

A lady of suspected chastity, and who 
was tinctured with infidel principles, con 
versing with a minister of the gospel, ob- 
jected to the scriptures, on account of 
their obscurity and the great difficulty of 
understanding them. 

The minister wisely and smartly repli- 
ed, ** Why, madam, what can be easier to 
understand than the seventh command- 
ment ?”’ 

Had she not failed in the practice of 
what she knew, she need not have com- 
plained of what she did not know. 


MARRIED, 
At Southington, Mr. Chauncey Danham to 


|'Dumb in Kentucky, New-York, Penusylva- | tom of buying and selling goods by the gross 
inia, and the Territory of Michigan; which | Cwt. 
was twice read and committed. | 2d. That from and after the first day of} 
| 
'which was the third reading of the bill ** far- | rerulations tn estimating the weight of Goods | 
| ther to amend the act authorzing the payment | bought and sold by the hundred, as is now | 
‘of property lost, captured, or destroyed, by | practised in New-York, and other commercial 
ithe enc my, whilst in the service of the United | cities, viz : 100 lbs. instead of 112\bs. for the | 
States, and for other purposes.” 'hundred—and 2,000 lbs. instead of 2,240 Ibs. | 
The bill was accordingly read a third time. | for the ton. 
and the question being, * Shall this bill pass ied 2d. That the proceedings of this meeting be 
A long debate arose, after which the bill |signed by the Chairman and Secretary, and | 
| published. | 
THOMAS MATHER, Chairman. | 
Henry CARRING TON, Secretary. | 


passed ; ayes 123, nays 69. 
| The engrossed bill to authorize a subser p- | 
tion to the stock of the Chesapeake and Dela- | 
| ware Canal, was read a third time; and, on the 
| question, ** Shall the bill pass 7” some observa- 
/tions were made by Mr. M’Dufiie, and the 
House, without taking the question, 

Adjourned. 
Thursday, January 13. 
On motion of Mr. Van Ransselaer, it was 
Ordered, That the Speaker answer the let- 
terof Mr. Sheffer,and make to him suitable intl 
|acknowledgments for the fine portrait of Gen- | SELECTED. 

eral La Fayette, which he has presented tc | > NY - 
\the House of Representatives. . MORAL INABILITY. 

Ordered, That the Speaker direct where | Refutation of the idea that it is not our purty | 
he portrait of General La Fayette be suspen to exercise fiith because wejhave no moral | 
led. . . _.. | ability, (inclination or desire of heart) for | 
| The remainder of the day os “of in| performing the duty. | 
}a discussion of the question on the final pas- | so We cot OE 
sage of the bill for ip cabaorietien to the Stock | A person ouce remarke d to Dr. Faller, | 
of the Delaware and Chesapeake Canal. °° I do not like your book.”’ 

On motion of Mr Livingston of Lou. the | ** You do not understand it.”’ 
| House, without having come toany decisionon! «Qh! | cannot believe faith to be a du- 

‘ty; we cannot believe.” 


i the bill, 
** You seem to think we ought to do no- 


COLUMBIAN COLLEGE. 


The bill for the relief of Columbian College 
in the District of Columbia, has passed the 
Senate, and it is believed it will pass the House 
of Representatives. 


Adjourned. 
Friday, January 21. Pe nok 
| The billto continue the Cumberland Road, | thing but what we cun do. 
« True.” 
‘* And we can do not.sing.”’ | 
és True.” | 
‘* Then we ought to do nothing—and 
ifso, we have no sin, and need po Sa-! 
‘viour.” ;, 
. . ‘““O no, no, no! I want to talk more 
New York, Jan. 17. | ith y b 
| Clerrcal.—One of the clergymen, who asks | naan” ping 
ja blessing in the Assembly, in putting up pray- 
; ers on Thursday last, “ besought the Almighty | count five.’ 
that the legislature of this state mieht be in- 
| 
| 


| was read a third time, and passed; ayes 97, | 
nays 72. 
| ‘The bill authorizing the purchase of 1500 | 
| shares of the stock of the Delaware and Ches- | 
|apeake Canal, was read atbird time, and pas- | 
sed ; ages 113, nays 39. 
Adjourned till Monday. - 


| 
i 
} 


} 
“Yes, but the mischief is, you cannot | 


’ ! 

y Pi s } 

ld 1 to foll I | , ‘** What do vou mean ?’ 

| duced to follow righteous counsel an? impar- ‘< Firet oF . 
‘ First, you say, we ought to do nothin 

| tial justice—that the merchant might not be Pir J y e 


| regarded more than the cultivator of the soil | but what table do. Secondly, we can 
! that the government of this state might | do nothing. ‘Then I say, thirdly, we ought 
Fourthly, we have no sin. 
and injustice by which the genera! government FE ifthly, we need no Saviour.” 


| —ane é 
| be delivered from the reproach of partiality | to do nothing. 
P Y | 1othing 


|had been degraded, and that recently, in hee 

| making a large donation toa foreigner, whilst AGNOSTOS. 

i the claims of our countrymen, who fought for we 

| indepencence, yet cried from the ground ?” KEY TO THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
Forthe above declarations, Mr. Speaker The Old Testament is & treasere lock: 


Crolins sientfied to the Rev. gentleman that 


| he must pray no more in the Lower House. | &4 up, of which’ Christ alone has the key : 


| without him the Bible is like the earth 


—-+ 


! . ** 
The House passed to the order of the day, | March next, we will aniformly adopt the same | | 


Miss Sylvia Laogdon. 

Ai New-Haven, Charles Benjamin, Esq. of 
Demarara, to Miss Lucy Harvey, of Colches- 
ter. 

—<p—— 
DIED, 

At Bristol, on the 9th inst. Mr. Edmund 
Todd, aged 76. On the 12th, Mrs. Mar 
Tuttle, aged 71. On the 14th, Mrs. Hanna 
Todd, 77. 

Thus this whole family, from an ordinary 
state of health, have all died in eight days 
from the illness of the first. Surely we ma 
say, ‘“* Thou carriest us away with a flood. 
* Be ye also ready.” ‘For in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”— 
‘How vital, how populous is the grave !” 
This is creation’s melancholy vault !"— 
‘The vale faunereal, the cypress’ sad gloom.” 
‘* The land of apparitions’ empty shades.” 


Suddenly. on Friday*the 14th instant, about 
nine o'clock, after eating breaktast as usv! 
with his family, in apparently good health aod 
spirits, Robert Goodloe Harper, Esq. of Ba!- 
tumore aged 60. 


At the Annual Meeting of the Stockholders 
of the Connecticut River Steam Boat Company, 
on the 19th instant, the following persons were 
chosen directors for the ensuing year : 

Henry L. Elisworth, Minor Hotchkiss, 
Wm. C. Redfield, Jeremiah Brown, 
Richard Hubbard, James Thomas. 

Henry L. Ercsworra, President. 

Jeremian Brown, Treasurer. 

Danten P. Hopkins, Secretary. 


NOTICE. 
The Executive Commitler of the “ Evangel 


, cal Benevolent Society of Baptist Churches i 


the western part of Massachusetts,” will meet 
at the dwelling house of Col. Benjaman Oi/s, 


lin Agawam, on Tuesday, the 8th of February, 


al idoclock, A M. 
D>. WRIGHT, Secretary. 
The Ministers meeting in that vicinity, will 
be holden at the same time and place. 


eee ee  - 


H. HUNTINGTON, JR. 


At his Bookstore, directly west of the State 
House, has, among many others, the follow- 
ing valuable books ; and is daily making ad- 
ditions to his stock, of such new Looks as are 
valuable. 


The History of the Christian Chureh from 
the birth of Christ to the eighteenth century, 
including the very interesting account of the 
Waldedses and Albigenses. 2vols.8vo. By 
William Jones, Author of the Biblical Cy- 
clopedia, and Pastor of a Baptist Church in 


| Aletter from Washington, says, that Gen- | without the sun; it has beauties, but they | 

, eral La Fayette is resolved to visit each of the | are all invisible. 

| (wenty-four States before his return to) 

| France. 
The Hon. Timothy Pitkin, of this state, is! 

yreparing for the press, ‘* Sketches of the Civil | 


THE LATE REV. S. PEARCE. 


Mr. P. being one week day evening in| 


-‘and Political History of the United States, town, and not engaged to preach, asked | 


| from their first Settlement. to the close of the his friend Mr. S. where he could hear a 
; Administration of President Washington.” cood sermon. Mr. S. mentioned two pla- 
Lima and Callao.—A mercantile house in,ces, ‘* Well,’’ said Mr P. **tell me the} 
| this city, have received a letter on which they character oi the p! eachers that i ma 

i place full contidence, which states that Lima choose.” * Mr. D.” said his Sienil “ ey | 


and Callao were in the hands of the rovalists, ~" ; . 
on the 6th of October. It was supposed, how- | hibits the orator, and 1s much admired for | 


ever, that they would soon fall inte the power , his pulpit eloguencg.”” ‘* Well.” said Mr. | 
of the patriots.—7d. \P.“ and what is the other?” ‘“ Why, I | 
Internal Improvement —A meeting 15 noti- hardly know what to say of Mr. c. he al- 
| fied to be holden at Windsor in Vermont, on) ways throws himself in the back ground, | 
| the 16th of February next, forthe purpose of | ang you see his Master only.” ‘* That's 
consultation on the subject of connecting the the man for ‘me, then.” said the amiable 


| waters of Lake Memphremagog with those | ~ ‘ “iy - 
lof Connecticut River, by canal. A delega- | Pearce ; ‘‘ let us go and hear him. 


towns. THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
Essential improvements in the navigation| ‘* Among all the sins which we read of, 
‘of the Connecticut, and new enterprises con- | none is represented as nopardonable, but 
nected Seneenh, of likely to 2 the first, ‘the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. 
| Genel prepest. ee armington | « Does not the natore of this horrible 
i nba offence strike every truly serious and con- 
| Sixty-seven Midshipmen, have recently) ; P F Dis 
‘heen promoted to Lieutenancies in the | Siderate mind with the deepest awe ?— 
Navy.—ib. Does it not inspire the soul with an irre- 
Mr. Stedman Wyman, of Reading, was late- | sistible persuasion, that the Personage a- 
ly found suspended from a tree in the woods | gainst whomit is so peculiarly criminal, 
near his father’s house. A Vermont paper and so irrevocably destructive to offend, 
says he was $3 yoarsof age.—<. must be highly exalted indeed ? ‘ Can this, 
The 0 re es at wend ney yester- 10 my soul, be a mere creature? What 
Tw ) oaded a cargo 4 . 
sade fosrnt es eid took in aidie, | would the Eternal Majesty deny pardon 
cleared on Saturday last, and sailed yesterday 'to an offence committed against an infin- 
forthe above mentioned port. The Meteor | itely inferior being (for all created beings 
took out in her top, the annual Haunch of| must be infinitely beneath the Creator,) 
Venison to our Consul at Liverpool.——ib. | while he has provided, promised, and of- 
| Itissaid, a piece of lime.the size of a! fers it to rebels against nimsece ? Surely 
walnut, put into the water in which pota- Ino!” The blasphemy against the Holy 
toes are boiling, will be found to have the | Ghost being irremissible, is therefore a 
effect of rendering the heaviest potatoes ‘cogent and awful proof of his true and 
proper Deity. Ananias was first expostu- | 


From the Norfolk Beacon, of Jan. 8. | lated with, as havmg yielded up himself 


| light and farimaceous. 


United States Agency. ) asthe vassal of Satan ‘* to lie to the Holy 
TURKS ISLAND, Jan. 6. § Ghost ;° and then arraigned, cenvicted, 
| On or about the 30th of December last, a| —\,demned, immediately struck dead, for 


| 


' 


having ** lied not unto men, but unto God.” | 


vessel drifted on shore near Sand Key, the| 
' 


| southernmost of these Islands, which has since j : rs 
| been discovered to have beeo the ship Jerome Should any inquire wherelore the blas- 


| Maximilian, Capt. Marre, from New York,| phemy against the Spiritis represented 

; - F > ; al 4 . 

| bound to Port au ee Swain left the tor- | 4. emphatically criminal, and terribly des- | 
y . he 2 rer oY. asap »* s | . A 

| mer port about the 2d of December, as appear Because he is the great wit- 


lbw bills of Lading and other papers found on tructive ; : . she 
|hoard. Considerable property bas been saved | hess both of the F ather and the Son, in 
‘out of her, which coming under the donomin- | the inspired word, in miracles, and in all 
| ation of Delerict, will be dealt with according his operations on the heart and conscience: 
'tolaw. Shippersin the United States, and so that they who oppose, blaspheme, and 
others concerned, are therefore hereby adv- | sidiaibe his testimony, resist the strongest 


ised accordingly i s 
| THOMAS WYNNS, U. S. Agent. | manifestation that ever was, or that ever 


; 


London. 

The same work in! vol. price $2 25. 

Terms of Communion, with a particular 
view to the case of the Baptists and Pedo- 
baptists. By Robert Hall. 

An Essay on Communion. By Rev. Isaac 
Merriam, Pastor of the Baptist Church in 
Bristol. 

Merrill’s seven Sermons. 

Sirictures on Rev. Mr. Brooks’ Essay on 
ihe Terms of Communion. By Elisha An- 
drus, A. M. 

Chapin’s Letters on the Mode and Sub- 


| ects of Baptism. 


Dr. Baldwin’s Christian Baptism. 

A Sermon preached at Calcutta, previous 
to the administration of the Ordinance of Bap- 
tism, with many quotations from Pedo-Bap- 
tist authors. By Adoniram Judson. 

Erskine’s internal evidences of revealed re- 
ligion, 

Butler’s Reminiscences, with a letter to a 
Lady on ancient and modern Music. 

The works of Paley, complete in 5 vols. in 
imitation of the London edition, with 10 beau- 
tiful engravings, price $3. 

Philosophy of the Human Mind. By Thom- 
as Brown, late Professor of Moral Philosophy 
p the University of Edinburgh, 3 vols. 8 vo. 


; ‘Christian Almanack. 


For sale at the Depository of the Connecti- 
cut Branch of the American T'ract Society, 


THE CHRISTIAN ALMANACK, 
FOR 1625. 


In large or small quantities. 
CHARLES HOSMER, Agent. 


STONE-CUTTING., 

‘The subscriber continues to carry on the 
STONE CUTTING business, at’ his old 
stand, corner of State and Water Streets, 
where ail orders for work io his line will be 
attended to with promptitude, and executed 
with neatness and despatch. 

Wanted an Apprentice at the above busi- 
ness. None need apply but such as can bring 
goud recommendations. 

WATERMAN ROBERTS. 

Hartford, Jan. 1, 1825. 


ATNA 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 


WILL receive proposals for Insurance a- 
gains! loss or damage by fire, every day in the 
week (except Sunday) at their office in Mor- 
gan’s E.xchange Coflee-House, State Street, in 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

Ly DANTEL ST. JOHN, Esq. of said Hart- 
ford, ts appointed Surveyor. His acts in that 
capacity will be recognized as the acts of the 
Company. 

THOMAS K. BRACE, President. 

Isaac Penxuns, Secretary. 


| We are happy to have it 10 our power to} will be given of God to the children of 


‘correct the statement made in some of the! men — Jon. Evan. Magazine 
' papers vesterday, of the number of passengers 
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POETRY. 


Written on the death of Mr. J. M., son of the 
Rev. J. M., who died on the frontiers during 
the late war, while attached to the Northern 
Army. 


Thou wert a much lov'd son, 
** The pride and loveliness of life,” 
To those who watch'd thy infant progress : 
They beheld thee ripening into manhood, 
With affection'’s warmth: “ their future joy.” 
The darling of their soul, whose daily task 
It was to crown their ev’ry hour with filial 
Reverence. Yes! with unwearied love, 
Thou stood beside them, to smooth their 
Passage to the grave. But thy country 
Called thee from the quiet scenes of 
Childhood, from the fond embraces of a 
Father, to the batte field where valor 
Show’d her trophies— There, didst thou 
Manfually contend, for freedom’s rights : 
And there thou met the rude destroyer ; 
Not when slaughter fills the opening 
Grave with Heroes, when man meets 
Man and dies! No! He came amid 
Contagion’s breath, seizing his victim 
When no gentle band was near, to cheer 
Thy spirit in the last dread conflict. 
But “* Heavenly Hope” was there, she 
Whispered peace when nature, through 
The power of death was nearly wreck’d. 
She pointed to a crown of glory, set with 
Gems more beautiful than those which 
Earthly monarchs wear ; and her “ undying 
Flame” burnt brighter and brighter, tll 
The scene was closed. 
Then didst thou triumph, through the death 
Of Him, who bled, that man might never 
Die; and on the exulting wings of angels, 
Who are sent to guard the death bed of 
The just, thy epirit took its flight, where 
Uncreated glory ever beams on souls redeem- 
ed. 


- —-—-— 


A THOUGHT ON DEATH. 


By Mas. Bansautpn— Written at her eightieth 
year 
When life in opening buds is sweet, 
And golden hopes the spirit greet, 
And youth piepares his joys to meet, 
Alas! how hard itis todie! 


When scarce is seized some borrowed prize, 
And duties press; and tender ties 
Forbid the soul from earth to rise, 

How awful then it is to die! 


When one by one those ties are torn, 
And friend from friend is snatched forlorn, 
And man is left alone to mourn, 

Ab! then how easy ’tis to die! 


When trembling limbs refuse their weight, 
And films, slow gathering, dim the sight, 
And clouds obscure the mental light, 

*Tis nature’s precious boon to die. 


When faith is strong and conscience clear, 
And words of peace the spirit cheer, 
And vision’d glories half appear, 
'Tis joy, "tis triumph then todie! 
ee 
From the Family Visitor. 
A TALE FOR THE TIMES. 


“ Man was made just and right ! 
Sufficient to have stood, but tree to fall!’ 
Mitton. 
It was on a dark and stormy night in 
winter, thatasolitary traveller alighted 
at the door of a well frequented tavern in 
a populous city. He made his way with 
some difficulty thro’ crowded passages 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


der his blighting influence, until the very 
traces of the image in which I was cre- 
ated, have faded from my outward form ! 
But | mean not to weary you with empty 
declamation. 
while | narrate facts that will stamp upon 
your onods with powerful conviction, the 
truths | have attered. Follow me, all 
you, whose hearts are not closed to every 
sood impression !’’ As he spoke, he 
waved his hand, and turned towards a 
private room that bad been prepared for 
bis reception. A murmur of mingled 
curiosity and impatieoce arose at his de- 
parture—apparently bowever, no one 
chose to resist the terms of his invitation; 
for a few moments the party that had as- 
sembled with far differnt intentions, found 
themselves quietly seated around the in- 
teresting stranger. He looked at each 
individual of the group for some moments 
in silence ; and his countenance brigbten- 
el as he discovered that none had with- 
stood bis singular invitation. ‘ 1 thank 
you, my friends, said he, for your prompt 
attention to my summons. May you all 
be rewarded for this sacrifice of your 
own wishes, to the desires of a stranger. 
I doubt not but your feelings will be 
awakened by the history | am about to 
relate. Listen, then, with deep attention. 
and let no wandering thought intrude to 
deprive you of the benefit of a moral 
lesson.” 

‘fT am descended from one of the 


in this country. My infancy was blest 
with the protection of kind parents and 
solicitous friends. As | grew up, many 
| circumstances combined to mark me as a 
‘favoured child of prosperity. My life 
|flowed in an even tenor of comfort and 
| enjoyment through the careless season of 
youth ; and the first years of adventurous 
manhood past with apparent credit to my- 
self and family. [married the woman of 
my choice, who possessed unrivalled ex 
cellencies of character, and attractions of 
person. Happy in my love, affluent in my 
fortune, blest with an exteggive circle of 
highly respectable connexiohs, there was 
no rational want of my soul ungratified. 
Kut the porson which was to shed its 
light upon my fair prospects, had long 
lurked within me, and was already begin- 
ning to pollute the sources of virtue and 
happiness. [ bad acquired at a very 
early period of my life, a fondness for 
games of skill and hazard. Many of my 
youthful hours were devoted to these 
pernicious indulgences, without a fear of 
their eviltendency. Inthe sober domes- 
tic circle of my own family, the amuse- 
ment of cards was sometimes resorted to 
as arelief to the tedium of a winter’s 
evening. Even my much respected {a- 
ther did not think it derogatory to his 
patriarchal dignity, to join in what he 
erroneously deemed an offensive pastime. 
It was the fashion of the day in which he 


into a warm and well lighted room, where 
he silently took a seat beside the fire. | 
After looking round for some time with | 
a grave abstracted air, his attention seem- 
ed suddenly attracted towards a group of 
card players, who occupied the centre of 
the apartment. His countenance assum- | 
ed an expression of the darkest melan- 
choly, as be fixed his earnest gaze upon’! 
the objects before bim, and at length ap-! 
parently impelled by a feeling of deep, 
and sudden interest, he rose from hie | 
chair and advanced towards them. His| 


approach was yonoticed, for the absorbing | 


nature of their employment made them | 
alike unconscious of his presence and his 
purpose, until raising bis voice with a 
distinctness of utterance that gave each | 
word its full import, he addressed them | 
as follows,—** My unfortunate friends, | 
entreat you to suspend for a moment your 
unhallowed occupation, and listen to one 
who has purchased by his own sad expe- 
rience, the right of admonishing others !”’ | 
Startled by this unexpected address, the | 
whole party turned their wondering atien- 
tion towards the speaker, and curiosity 
for a moment triumphed over the various 
passions by which they had been agitated. 
The stranger availed himself of this in- 
voluntary movement ; and rising to a full 
height of a majestic stature, he extended 
his hands over the table round which they 
were assembled, and proceeded, ‘ As 


' 


i ble. 
‘taste that led to the most disastrous con-|asa temporal death ! Father of mercies!” 


| But why should I follow the evil through 


lived, and his stern rectitude of principle 
conld not foresee the possibility of en- 


1 ask your patient attention | 


tavern, pre-occupied. 


extenuate their conduct, and thus confirm 
themselves in error. 

But | must hasten to the most impor- 
tant point in my melancholly history. | 
was returning one night at a late hour 
from my noctural orgies when | found 
the room in which | usually slept at the 
1 expostulated 
with the inn-keeper who assured me that 
his house was so much crowded that he 
had been forced to offer a stranger the 
vacant bed in my apartment. He ad- 
ded that he was a quiet looking person, 
and not likely to give me any interrup- 
tion. Upon this assurance | retarned to 
the room, and without regarding my un- 
welcome guest, | threw myself into bed. 
t could not immediately find the rest that 
i needed, for a thousand anxious thoughts 
began to master in my bosom, but | soon 
found myself strangely attracted towards 
my quiet companion. The light fell im- 
mediately upon his countenance, as he sat 
by the table, with his attention wholly ab- 
sorbed in reading. There was some- 
thing irresistibly pleasing in the expres- 
sion of his face. It seemed as if the spir- 
it of peace had breathed its own infla- 
ence over a seat of features so rugged in 
their natural conformation, as to preclude 
the ideaof comliness. I bad never but 
once before remarked a similar expres- 
sion in the human countenance. It was 
on the faded features of a dying wife 


wealthiest and most respectable families | 


(lovely even in their decay) that I had 
seen this emanation of something purer 
and brighter than ought belonging to the 
children of earth. I was wearying my 
mind with truitless conjectures on this 
subject. when I sunk into an unquiet slum- 
ber. From this J] was soon roused by 
one of the frightful dreams that had be- 
come habitual to my disordered state of 
mind and body. | sprang from my bed 
in all the agonies of a distempered fancy, 
and found myself in the grasp of my un- 
known companion, who had hastened to 
my assistance. He trembled with an 
emotion betwixt fear and pity, as he held 
a glass of water to my lips, which I 
eagerly swallowed. ‘ My unhappy 
friend, said he, | fear your mind is in great 
distemperature. You doubtless . carry 
in your bosom some awful burden of 
guilt, known only to the Searcher of 
hearts ; and perhaps unacknowledged 
and unrepented of, even in His pre- 
sence! Speak freely tome; 1 am but 
your fellow-worm, but | am commission 
ed by my Master to offer you, in His name, 
terms of pardon and acceptance !”— 
* Friend” said I, interrupting him haugh- 
tily, ** 1am obliged to you for rousing 
me from a distressing dream, which gave 
me some disturbance ; but! have no hu- 
miliating confessions to make; I am a 
man of honour and a gentleman ; and not 
a felon escaped from justice, as you seem 
tosuppose.” “ Alas !”’ said the stranger 
after a pause, ‘* you are then still in ig- 
norance and self-delusion. You reject 
the offers of the great Physician, because 


dungering ny morals, by allowing me to 
share with the pleasures of the card ta-| 
Thus | unconsciously imbibed a! 


sequences. At the university were | was! 


you see yourself as you are—you may 
apply the precious balm of the gospel 
promises to your broken heart. Seek 
them in this Book. If you need human 
aid in your researches, come to my lowly 
dwelling! I will be your guide in the 
search after trath ; and will rejoice over 
the sinner that repenteth !” So saying, 
he pat a well-worn pocket Bible inte my 
hands, and quitted the room. I gazed 
after him for some moments with inde- 
scribable feelings, and then mechanically 
opened the book he had left with me. 
My eyes lighted on these words, ‘ O 
Israel! thou hast destroyed ‘thyself, 
but in me is thy help!’ It is impossibie 
to describe the wild tumult of conflicting 
feelings which pervaded my bosom, as ! 
read and re-read this sentence ; but they 
proved the faithful harbingers of repent- 
ance :—I was soon able to seek and ob- 
tain, through faith, the help so graciously 
promised in my utmost need. I will not 
detain you with the circumstances of my 
gradual recovery from a lost and ruined 
condition, to a state of peace and com- 
fort. My kind friend proved an able and 
zealous assistant in my spiritual laboars. 
I am still blessed with his friendship, and 
hope to retain it through time and eterni. 
ty. Since my own happy release from 
the thraldom of vicious habits, I have 
never failed to offer my experience and 
admonitions to all anhappy beings who 
groan under the same bondage. May 
He, who can alone confer success on hu- 
man endeavours, be graciously pleased 
to bless my present feeble effort to rescue 
my fellow mortals from the influence of 
a soul destroying vice!!! 
—~—_— 
Ministerial accounts at the great day. 
AN EXTRACT. 


A Divine, in the former part of the last 
age, was preaching before an association 
of ministers, and, in order to quicken their 
regard to the principle, end, and motive 
from which they acted, pointed them to 
the last and awful day of judgment; and, 
having brought in Christ the judge, as 
taking his place on the throne, he then, 
by an elegant prosopopoeia, represented 
him as calling his ministers.to an account, 
examining how they had preached, and 
with what views they had undertaken and 
discharged the work of the ministry. 
‘** What did you preach for?” “1 preach- 
ed, Lord, that | might keep a good living, 
that was left me by my father, of one hun- 
dred and fifty, or two hundred pounds a 
year, which, if | had not entered into or- 
ders, had been wholly lost as to me and 
my numerous family.” Christ says to 
him, ‘* Stand by, thou hast had thy reward.” 
The question is putto another, ‘‘ And 
what did you preach for?” He answered, 
‘* Lord, I was applauded as a learned man, 
and | preached to keep up the reputation 
of an excellent orator, and an ingenious 
preacher.” Christ’s answer to him, 
likewise was, ‘* Stand thou by, thou also 


you are insensible to the malady that has 
already sapped your vital energies, and| 
is bearing you fastto a spiritual as well 


sail he, raising his hands and eyes to 


edacated, the practice of gaming was se- | Heaven, as he turned from me, “ deign 


students, and | soon learned to unite with | 


them in evading the laws of the institution. 


its slow, bat certain progress in under- | 
mining my happiness ? Suflice it to say 


that | learned to seek with insatiable | 


}eagerness, the strong and fearful excite- 


ments of the gaming table. The pleas- 


poignant for my vitiated taste. I with- 


drew by degrees from the rational and | 
| . . . bad . 
intellectual enjoyment of the social cir-|besought his pardon for my rudeness and 


icretly carried on among a certain set of|to visit this erring soul with a ray of 


thine own ‘Jruth.” 
As he spoke, he returned to his seat 
and resume: the book he had been read- 


ing. My mind was so suddenly and pow- 


lerfally impressed by this energetic ad- 


dress, that I stood rivetted to the spot, as 
if under the influence of some new and 
irresistible feeling. At length | made an 


‘ures of domestic life were not sufficiently |effurt to burst the spell that seemed to 


bind my faculties. I hastily threw on 
my clothes, and approaching the stranger, 


cle. The lovely woman who bad mar- | entreated him to admit me to his acquaint- 


ried me from disinterested affection, was 
left in her lonely dwelling, to sigh over 
her first born son, as an insufficient bond 
of conjugal union. 1 gave my time, my 
health, my fortane, to the gratification of 
the master passion that had enthralled my 
soul. Atlength | was roused to tempora- 
ry reflection by the discovery that my 
wife was gradually sinking under the in- 
fluence of secret grief and disappoint- 
ment :—My better feelings awoke from 
their long and fatal trance, only to receive 


you are accountable beings, who must 
one day stand before the judgment seat of 
a righteous God, I beseech you for the 
sake of your immortal souls to forbear 
this evil practise ! Touch not the unclean 
thing, lest its contamination cleave to you 
and become an indelible mark, by which 
the prince of the kingdom of darkness 
may recognize you as his subjects. Oh! 
consider well the nature of your present 
occupation! Try it by the sacred tests 
of divine truth and wisdom, and you will 
soon perceive thatit bears not the remo- 


test affinity to the allotted pleasures of 


the children of Light ! Search your hearts 
at this moment ! Is there a feeling within 
them that does not bear the stamp of your 
degenerate nature ? Are not ‘he pas- 
sions that now brood and rankle in your 
bosoms, the immediate agents of the fiend 
of darkness ? Do not your very features 
bearthe fearful signs of his recent pres- 
ence? nay, of his actual dominion over 
your faulties of mind and body ? Ay! | 
may well speak feelingly: I too, have 
borne the galling yoke of his tyranny ! 
My heart has scorched and withered un- 


a deadly blight.—The gentle being who 
jin an evil hour, had cast her lot with 
| mine, was withering silently, but certain- 
ly, beneath my eye. [marked the slow 
| progress of decay, that could not be ar- 
_vested-I heard her plaintive voice breathe 
| the saint-like fervours of Christian resig- 
;nation. I saw her languid eye giow with 
maternal love, as she prest her infant to 
the breast whose throbbings were soon to 
icease for ever. At length the gentle 
| spirit flitted from its decayed mansion on 
earth to its Heavenly inheritance. I said 
jto myself, ** This is my work,” but the 
words left no traces upon my hardened 
heart. Itis only when the Holy Spirit 
| has prepared the soul for repentance, 
ithat self accusation is salutary. Time 
blunted my grief,—! again sought the 
stimulus that habit had made necessary 
to me, and strange as it may seem, tho’ | 
was not withheld from this indulgence by 
a sense of conjugal duty while its tie was 
upon me, | felt more tree to abandon 


the victims of self-delusion. 


ance. Icannot detail the particulars of 
a conversation which won my entire 
contidence, and drew from me a narrative 
of my past life, but I will give you the 
words of his parting address, which will 
dwell in my memory while the powers of 
life endure. ‘‘ Unfortunate maa! said 
he, shrink not from the truths which my 
duty obliges me to declare to you. | 
may not gloss over your conduct with 
such fair terms as the children of this 
world use, to deceive themselves and one 
another ! Sin can wear but one aspect 
in the eyes of the omniscient Being: and 
it behoves His servants to strip from it all 
the disg \ises it may assume among men. 
You said you were no felon escaped from 
justice ! bet you have avowed in my pre- 


to which human justice awards the dun- 
geon and the gibbet! You have destroy- 
edthe innocent woman who gave you 
her affections, and linked her destiny 
with yours! You have robbed the child 
that was born to you, of his just inherit- 
ance! You have set an example of 
vicious indulgence to your fellow-men ! 
You have squandered the time and tal- 
ents entrusted to you by your Maker, as 


if they had not been bestowed upon you 
|for His especial service! Nay, furtaer, 
|the unre-trained indulgence of one vice 
has brought, as it ever will, other fearful 
levils upon you. The consequences of 
‘intemperance are even now rankling in 


| your frame ; and the language of blasphe- 
myself to it when this obligation was dis-| my but lately burst from your tongue ! 
solved. Butthus it will ever be with| But I have said enough to awaken you tc 
By a fatal/a sense of your guilt. 
process of false reasoning they learn to! fully roused from your delusions—when 


When you are 


sence, deeds of as dark a dye, as those. 


hast had thy reward.”’” The judge then 
puts the question to a third, “‘ And what 
did you preach for?” ** Lord,” says he, 
‘* | neither aimed at the great things of 
this world, though I was thankful for the 
conveniences of life, which thou gavest 
me ; nor ddd! preach that I might gain the 
character of a wit, or of aman of parts, 
or of a fine scholar ; but, I preached in 
compassion to souls, and to please and hon- 
our thee ; my design in preaching was, 
Lord, that I might win souls to thy blessed 
majesty.”"—Upon this, the Judge called 
out, ** Roos, men ; Room, angels! let this 
man come and sit with me on my throne, 
as | am set down with my Father on his 
throne ; he has owned and honoured me 
on earth, and i will own and honour him 
through all the ages of eternity.” 

The result of all then was, that the 
ministers went home much affected re- 
solving that, through the help of God, they 
would mind the work of the ministry 
more, and look better to their aims and 
ends than ever. 


ANECDOTE OF REV. JOHN WESLEY. 

In the course of Mr. Wesley's voyage 
to Georgia, he heard an unusual noise in 
the cabin of General Ogelthorpe (the Gov- 
ernor of Georgia,) and stepping in to in- 
quire the cause, the General immediately 
addressed him : ** Mr. Wesley, you must 
excuse me, | have met with a provoca- 
tion too great for man to bear. You 
know the only wine | drink is Cyprus 
wine, as it agrees with me the best of any ; 
I therefore provided myself several do- 
zens of it, and this villian Grimaldi (his 
Italian servant, who was present, and al- 
most dead with fear,) has drunk nearly the 
whole of it. But 1 will be revenged. 
he shall be tied hand and foot, and car- 
ried to the man of war—(he alluded to a 
ship of war which sailed with them.) The 
rascal should have taken care how he used 
me so, for I never forgive!” ‘ Then 
I hope, Sir,’ said Mr. Wesley, looking. 
calmly at him, “ you never mn.” The 
General was quite confounded with this re- 
proof, after a pause, putting hie hand into 
his pocket, he took out a bunch of keys, 
which he threw at Grimaldi, saying, 
“There, villain, take my keys, and be- 
have better for the future.” 


—<—>—— 

RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPERS. 
The rapidity with which papers of this 
description are springing into existence, is 


traly surprising. Scarcely ten years 


have elapsed since the first experiment 
was made, and now we can namber more 
than one hundred within the United 
States. This augurs well to the cause of 
religion, and is an evidence that the work 
ofthe Lord is prospering in our land. 
While these papers are conducted with a 
Catholic spirit, and with a single eye to 
the glory of God, they must operate as 
powertul engines in destroying the works 
of darkness, in pulling down the partition 
walls that have so long hindered the “ free 
conrse” of the Gospel, in uniting the 
hearts and efforts of all the followers of 
the Lamb, and in provoking them to love 
and to good works. Where can we find 
a more interesting spectacle than that of a 
family circle gathered together once a 
week, to hear, through the medium of 
these papers, the wonderful works of the 
Lord in various places in our land and 
among the heathen nations, to hear those 
good tidings that cause joy and gladness to 
spring up in the hearts of the saints on 
earth— joy in the presence of the angels 
of God’’ in Heaven. We have ofien 
thought, that were the readers of these 
papers aware of the immense responsibil- 
ity resting on the conductors of them, 
they would be incessant in their prayers 
at the throne of grace, that we may be led 
by the Spirit of God into all truth give 
each one his portion in due season, and be 
enabled, at the great and final reckoning 
to give a good account of our stewardship, 
and enter, with them, “into the joy of 
our Lord.’’—Zion’s Herald, 


—>—— 
A LEARNED MINISTRY. 


A late Report of the Baptist Education 
Society in Bristol, (Eng.) concludes with 
the following remark on the value of a 
learned ministry.—NV. Y. Observer. 

Should there be any persons in our 
connexion, who are not yet fully sensible 
of the importance of rendering the edu- 
cation of our ministers proportionate to 
the general standard of information, or 
who may be apprehensive that studious 
habits are incompatible with Christian 
zeal, they may be reminded of one obvi- 
ous fact in ecclesiastical history, that the 
men most distinguished for zeal in the 
cause of true religion, that the greatest 
reformers, the most intrepid martyrs, the 
most zealous missionaries, have been men 
ef very extensive erudition. Such were 
Luther, Calvin, and Melancthon ; such, in 
our ewn Island, were Wickliff, Knox, and 
Melville ; such were those worthies, the 
New-England settlers, one of whose first 
measures after they had obtained a refuge 
from persecution, was to found a college 
for their ministerial candidates ; such 
were Elliott, Schwartz, and Martyn. 

—— 


CLERICAL ANECDOTE. 


A gentleman asked a country Clergy- 
man for the use of his pulpit for a young 
divine, a relative of his. ‘I really do 
not know,” said the Clergyman ‘“ how to 
refuse you, but ifthe young man should 
preach better than I, my congregation will 
be dissatisfied with me afterwards ; and 
if he should pree~h worse, | don’t think 
he’s fit to preach at all.”’ 

—— 
SENTENTIOUS SELECTIONS. 

Man overlooks the most instructive 
book in his study, if he reads not himself. 

Only to think well, and notto do well, 
amounts to no more than to dream well. 

Covetous persons resemble sponges, 
which greedily drink in the water, but 
will not return a drop of it till they are 
squeezed. 

As the sun when he appears in the 
heavens, not only discovers himself, but 
discloses all thoselobjects which surround 
us, so when God manifests himself to the 
soul he not only gives the knowledge of 
himself, but makes us acquainted with our 
own hearts, and the truths revealed in his 
word, which are inseparably connected 
with salvation. 


DYING CONFESSION OF A SAINT. 

The Rev. Mr. D. when asked on his 
death bed, how he found himself, answer- 
ed, ‘‘ I have taken my good deeds and bad 
deeds, and thrown them together ina 
heap, and fled from both to Christ, and in 
him I have peace.”’ 

—f>—— 

Death. bed observations of Mr. Shepherd to 


young ministers. 


After observing to them their work was 
great and called for great seriousness, he 
told them three things. First, That the 
studying of every sermon cost him tears. 
Secondly, Before he preached any ser- 
mon, he got good by it himself. Thirdly, 
He always went to the pulpit, as if he 
were to give up his account to bis Master. 

EE 
ON LAYING ASIDE OUR EYES. 


Seneca speaks (fabulously no doubt) of 
certain witches, who used their eyes only 
occasionally, When at home they laid 
them aside, and consequently were totally 
blind ; bat when they went abroad, they 
put their eyes in their heads, and saw ev- 
ery thing perfectly. 

Just so it ig with many persons, who 
are always blind to their own failings ; but 
abroad are sharp sighted, and can discern 
in every body else, abundance of faults. 

“* The wise man’s eyes are in his head,” 
where they should be : and there he keeps 
them at home and abroad. 
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